2025 GAA Victoria Presidents Report

The 2024 Year presented challenges to the hard-working GAA Victorian Committee most of
which had successful outcomes.

Plans were put in place to renew contact with members and some special education courses
were run on Synthetics and other topics to keep older graduates up to date with developments
in the field. Fun things also encouraged people to show their allegiance, such as the trivia Quiz
and the end of year party/ Barbeque.

Our biggest turnout of members for the year was the talk on historic diamonds by Chuck
(Scott?)

Suchard attended by more than 75 people. A new record.

Many working Bees have been held to get GAA House cleaned up and more user friendly. Over
the previous 12 months your committee decided to reorganise and upgrade the diamond Lab
and equip it with more stones and equipment as a priority item. New work benches have been
installed, as well as a new screen and laser projector. 4 new microscopes are on order to allow
for bigger classes. Jacinta Mainstone has completed her “apprenticeship” and is now able to
assist Katrina Marchioni in presenting diamond training courses. Potentially allowing more
courses to be run. The Victorian Synthetic diamond collection has had many new purchases
added and a new short course on identifying synthetic and natural diamonds was added to the
short course offerings. This course has proved to be very popular and has thus far been over
subscribed when ever it has been offered,

A new jewellery drawing and design course has been written by Jacinta and is being offered over
a couple of sessions. Much positive feedback has been received from participants.

Major works are happening in the library with the purchase of many new titles and a big task has
begun to catalogue the books into an international coding system to allow for easy reference.

For many months now, under Lauras supervision, a group of members have been meeting in the
Gem lab every Tuesday evening to test and sort the Victorian Gem collection.

The Victorian Division now has dedicated teaching sets for each of the following topics:

—

Ultraviolet light set

)
2) Spectroscope
3) Dichroscope
4) Polariscope
5) Organics-including a pearl section
6) Visual optics collection of stones
7) Country of origin identification sets for Rubies
8) Selected stone collection for the conoscope course which has been newly developed
9) Characteristic inclusion sets for identifying stones by their inclusions

Upstairs the lecture theatre has had a new sound system installed and together with the new
laser projector fitted earlier will make the room very functional and easy to use for



presentations. The upstairs kitchen has had new shelving installed and is ready for the
conference in May.

More money was spent to further improve the downstairs kitchen with health and safety
improvements. Over the year a great deal of time and effort has been spent improving health
and safety issues and documenting them. Currently the main work areas are in Human
Relations, Ethics and practices. The documentation of this is taking time and all teaching staff
are required to sign and lodge a copy of the standards.

The Last marking weekend held here was a work hard play hard event that | believe was
thoroughly enjoyed all participants.

The second year Students of 2024 did themselves and the Victorian Division proud with
exceptional results.

1Styear results were: 13 successful and eligible to move into Gem 2
2" year results were: 17 successful after 2 completed supplementary exams
For 2025 the current first year signups at time of writing are 28.
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